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matter being referred to Florence had refused to submit to
the decision of the Government, riots occurred in which many
lives were lost, and the Florentine envoy only just escaped
from the city with his life. Subsequently Volterra sent to
Florence offering submission Some were for accepting it,
but Lorenzo was against this, on the ground that the offence
had been serious, that it was not the first occasion of the
kind on the part of Volterra, and that the city ought to
receive punishment. It may have been an error of judgment,
but even this cannot be known, while, even if it were so,
it must be remembered that Lorenzo was at this time onlv
twenty-three years old. Eventually, a force was sent against
Volterra commanded by the Duke of Urbino (neither
Florence nor Venice allowing their armies to be commanded
by one of their own citizens), and after a month's siege the
town surrendered, and opened its gates Then occurred the
lamentable event in question. As the force entered an affray
accidentally took place between some of the troops and the
populace, and this rapidly spreading grew into a sack of the
town. The Duke of Urbino did everything possible to re-
strain his troops; he rode among them protecting the women
and children, and he hanged on the spot several of the
soldiery who were foremost in inciting the rest. But on such
occasions a mediaeval force was practically uncontrollable,
and in spite of all his efforts the unfortunate inhabitants were
for some hours subjected to outrage and plunder as though
the town had been taken by assault. Lorenzo at once pro-
ceeded to Volterra, and did his utmost to mitigate the
sufferings which had been endured. He has been severely
condemned for this sack of Volterra; but certainly not with
justice. It was the result of an accident which he could
not have foreseen; and he showed by his subsequent conduct
how much he deplored it.17

In 1473 we find Louis XI writing to Lorenzo, asking him
to effect a marriage between the Dauphin and Leonora of
Arragon, the eldest daughter of King Ferrante of Naples.